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cycle is the recipient of a few bad
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procure a Husky for a test if you've
given their marque good words.
But woe be unto the motoreycle
magazine that has the bad taste to
mention a shortcoming or two
about one of their models.

You do not get any more motor-
cycles to test. ' '

Your phone calls do not ever get
answered. '

Your letters get ignored.

You, in Husky’s eyes, don’t exist
anymore.

But, the readers of DIRT BIKE
want to know about motorcycles,
and, like we said earlier, that’s the
business we're in. We tell facts and
give information they cannot get
anywhere else. Which made our
readers write in and demand some
info on the 450 Husky. There have
only been a handful of tests on the
biggest Husky — and those by trad-
itionally “friendly” magazines.

So, we went out and bought one
of the things. Just like you might.

The price made even the wealthy
young Encino businessmen who
run DIRT BIKE wince as the check
was written out. $1559 is the sug-
gested retail, plus tax, graft and
whatever else you pay'in your area.
But we got it for a few bucks off
retail. Most of these expensive
bikes can be bought at a discount if
the customer is willing to shop
around a bit — and haggle.

We bought ours from Jerry at

Valerians’s Two Cycle City, in.

Westwood, near Los Angeles. He
kept muttering something about
changing the carb under his breath.
Said we wouldn’t like it too much
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John DeSoto gasses the 450 in its element
— deep sand.

with the Bing carb.

Balderdash, we replied. Why,
the Staff of DB is known far and
narrow for their skill in jetting the
fabled Bing vergasser. Jerry
warned us that it would be too rich
as delivered; then tried to hype us
on his Mikuni carb conversion kit
once more. -

Out to the test track. We un-
loaded the big yellow Husky and
did the traditional “walk-around-
and;kick-the-tires” routine. Then
we tried to start it. Thirty kicks and
much foul language later, we had
the Husky running. Jerry was right
— way too rich. We rode it around
for a minute, but it would do no-
thing more than blubber. Out came

system . —

the toolbox and our assortment of
Bing jets that is second only to that
of Mr. Bing hisself. We had enough
brass to jet everything from a Reo
lawnmower to the Queen Mary.

But getting to the carb was no
easy task. First, off came the air
cleaner cover, then the top of the
carb had to be removed — then the
slide had to be taken out — then
(whew) the two screws loosened
and the carb rotated and the float
bowl dropped. If you don’t feel like
taking the top of the carb apart, then
you can always remove the exhaust
which is about a
15-minute job.

Ittook us about six different tries

- to get the jetting right — each and

every try meant that we had to go
through the same maddening
ritual. Each and every infuriating
time. No wonder so many Huskies
are running around improperly jet-
ted. It takes at least a half-day of

‘diddling to jet this bike. Time that

could be spent riding.

- Whatever. We finally got the
machine to where it would start
reasonably well and run cleanly

through the gears. Our final jetting

combo (for your information) was a

- 280 needle jet (with the needle in
" the center position) and a 170 main

jet. Actually, if you can get a 173
Bing main jet (very rare), this

.would do the trick even better, We

had a hint of tingling on top. Of
course, it could have been the float
bowl running low — as the Bing
only has one gas line and a very
restrictive ‘Magura petcock. You

~ mightread our article on the Bing a

few months back — just to play it
safe.
We put some easy time on the

_.machine, then turned it over to one

of our testriders. Fella by the name
of John DeSoto.

While John appeared to be
traveling around the track at a
“brisk” pace, he also appeared to
be fighting the bike. On several
corners, the front end washed

-badly and he had to plant a foot

down and gas it in order to keep
from falling. In fact, later in the day,
during one of the photo sessions, he
dumped the Husky several times.

The big culprit seems to be that
it’s nearly impossible to getenough
weight on the front wheel — mak-
ing the rider helpless to get decent
bite. And that giant tank is what
keeps the rider from shifting his
weight forward. It's wide and high,
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right where the seat meets the tank.
Any attempts to rest the old groin
against that ill-shaped slab of
sheetmetal are sure to result in
howls of anguish.

Because of this, the rider is
forced to sit there — more or less —
bolt upright and let the bike do
what it wants to do. Standing is
possible — for a while. Then, the
pipe will start to roast the rider’s
leg. How long you can stand up de-
pendslargely on how much you can
stand pain.

Once we realized this was how
the Husky was, we rode it that way.
And, in doing so, we found out that
the big 450 was only happy at fairly
high speeds across moderately
choppy ground or smooth terrain.
Really bumpy ground demanded

... wipe out. ..

that the rider stand, but the
genuine discomfort dampens en-
thusiasm after a few minutes.

As of late, we’ve been sniveling
about Girling shocks quite a bit.
Enough so, we've attempted to
look into the matter to find out
about the disparity from one set of
shocks to another. We took the
shocks from the Husky and re-
moved the springs. Then we
pumped the shocks up and down
and felt a noticeable difference in
the rebound damping between the
two. This led us to check out the
Girlings on several other bikes
around. Same story. We never
found two that really felt the same
to our highly sensitive hands.
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Be sure to cotler pin or safety wire the axle
nut — or lose it.

The reason for all this distasteful
work on our part was the substand-
ard performance of the ass-end of
the 450. It simply moved around
too much — and was far too harsh
over bumps and whoops.

Perhaps much of the woe is due
to the pork the Husky has attached.
Our outrageously accurate and
highly official DIRT BIKE scales
showed the Husgvarna to weigh in
at a flabby 269 pounds with 2/3 of a
tank of gas. Much of the poundage
is situated in the engine — which
comes 'in at 95 pounds all by itself.
Compared to a 501 Maico engine,
which is 82% pounds, and a 500
Yamaha engine, which pushes the
needle to 92 pounds — the Husky
simiply does not justify the extra
baggage. Both motors put out more
and better horsepower in the nor-
mal state than does the Husky.

It seems that Husqvarna has
picked up extra weight in all of
their bikes in the last few years.
And, again, all of it in the engine.

We can recall putting a 400 Husky

on the scales about three years ago
and, with a full tank of gas, the bike
welghed in at 239 pounds Much
less than the other super blkes in
its field.

The forks on our test bike, as with
most Huskys, leaked from day one.
Ours didn’t bottom, except on the
severe bumps, but they did top an-
noyingly. The oil level was
checked once and it was down a
few cc. But, even after refilling, the
topping-out sensation stayed. Sev-
eral Husky owners suggested that a
50-weight oil does the trick. We
never got around to trying it. If you
did, and it worked for you, drop us a
line and we’ll pass on the informa-
tion to our readers.

Once the Bing carb was jetted in
the proverbial ballpark, the Husky
proved to have a strong, wide pow-
erband. But one could not, in all
honesty, call it a smooth power-
band. Right off of idle, the power
pulses came out: bang — bang —
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First-class controls — the new Maguras
were on our bike. C

One of the strongest rear hubs in
the business.

o

John struggles to get weight over front wheel.

hesitate — bang, bang, bang. Jerky.
Lurching.

Definitely chain-snatching-type
power. Once the 450 got some revs
under its belt, the annoying pop-

~ping and bangmg went away, and

the bike revved strongly to its peak,

then abruptly flattened out. No one
could even entertain the thought of
calling the Husky weak, but it will
not run with the rest ofthe bikes in
the Open class. A 450 Maico will
easily pull it; a 360 Yamaha MX will
edge it slightly in a drag to the first
turn; a 400 CZ and a 400 Husky will
pull it to 60 mph or so; and a 501
Maico will rip its paint job off —
without over-revving.

About a half-dozen people rode
the 450 and we compiled their
opinions and welghed them with
ours.

General agreement Shlftlng
throw was too long. Rear'brake was
too touchy and the foot had to be
lifted from the peg to work the

- pedal. Front brake was very good.

Heat shield burned. Pegs were
lousy. Uncomfortable to stand on
pegs. Bike was difficult to ride —
especially with the pronounced
front end washout. High-speed
handling was the bike’s strong
point.

Split opinions: Some liked the
forks — some did not. All agreed
they were on the firm side. All rid-
ers noticed the topping-out noise. A
few riders thought the bike had
enough low end — the rest did not.
All but one rider expressed intense
dislike for the kickstarter. Two rid-
ers thought they might buy a 450 *“if
the price was right” and the rest did
not want it at any price.

All things considered, we were
disappointed with the perform-
ance; especially from a 450. Back
to Valerlans s Two Cycle City, and
we asked Jerry how they (the fast
guys) make them run. He sug-
gested (with dollar signs in his
eyes) that we try the Mlkum carb
kit.

We did.

Back to the track.

Guess what?

It works.

Yes, with the Mikuni in place of
the Bing, all of the. snap-crackle-
pop syndrome went away. Nothing
but smooth, steady power from idle
to peak revs. Suddenly, the Husky
took on a fresh personality. Tt was
now a strong bike — one that didn’t
seem to care what gear it was in.
The handling quirks still were
there, but the spiffy power almost
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Common breakage point on stock exhaust
system. In California, a Skyway is standard
from the dealers. ‘

Front brake was strong, easy to use
and light.

nullified that.

One additional plus from the
Mikuni was precision at the throt-
tle. Small increments could be
dialed in with no trouble — and
lofting the front end became much
easier. Over bad bumps, the Husky
was happiest with its front end
waggling in the air, and the new
carb gave much better control for

Our bike had a Flltron —_ standard paper
filter got the axe.

We talked to several Husky owners and asked them to ride our Mikuni-equipped
machine. They liked it.

this sort of gymnastics.

Starting also became easier, but
still took several kicks from the
rider to get the metal moving in-
side. Oh yes, with the Mikuni, the
450 would actually idle. Another
small, but important point: When
the bike was dumped, the Mikuni
allowed easy restarting, instead of
the usual loading up most Husky
owners have come to know and
dread.

All things considered, the carb
gave the machine a new personal-
ity. If you're going to ride a 450
Husky, we’'d suggest that the carb
conversion kit is a must. If not,
you’ll quickly learn to hate the
bike.

Qur carb conversion looked like factory
stock.
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450 HUSKY

PRICE: $1599, suggested retail
ENGINE TYPE: Single-cylinder,
two-stroke
DISPLACEMENT: 454cc
BORE & STROKE: 84mm x 82mm
COMPRESSION RATIO: 8.8:1
CARBURETION: 36mm Bing
HORSEPOWER @ RPM: (claimed) N/A
(actual) 29.6 @ 6100
CLUTCH: Wet multi-plate disc
PRIMARY DRIVE: Straight cut gears
FINAL DRIVE: Chain
GEAR RATIOS: 1. 19.65 (1.00)
2. 13.41 (1.00)
. 9.50 (1.00)
. 7.30 (1.00)
. 5.65 (1.00)
AIR FILTRATION: Paper element
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Flywheel
magneto
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium
RECOMMENDED OIL: Pennzoil
Two-Stroke
FUEL CAPACITY: 3.8 gallons
FRAME: Chrome moly
SUSPENSION:
(Front) Husky telescopics
(Rear) Swingarm with Girling shocks
TIRES: Front: 3.00x21
Rear: 4.00x18
WHEELS: Front: 21-inch Akront
Rear: 18-inch Akront
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase: 54 inches
Ground Clearance: 8%
inches
Seat Height: 31
inches
Weight: (claimed) N/A
(actual) 268 pounds with 24

g A~ W

tank of gas

On front wheel: 119.5
pounds

On rear wheel: 148.5
pounds

BRAKES: Front: Conical drum

Rear: Conical drum
INSTRUMENTS: None
SILENCER: Muffler/with spark arrestor
PRIMARY KICK: No
PARTS PRICES, suggested retail, ap-
prox. (ltems subject to frequent re-
placement through wear or breakage):
PISTON: $34.95
RINGS: $7.20
CLUTCH CABLE: $4.62
THROTTLE CABLE: $3.05
BRAKE SHOES: $10.92/pair (front)

$10.92/pair (rear)

CYLINDER: $138.30
CYLINDER LINER: $37.40
SHIFT LEVER: $8.70
REAR BRAKE PEDAL: $9.56
FRONT BRAKE LEVER: $3.40
CLUTCH LEVER: $3.40
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Long shiftlever stuck outin breeze.
Pegs? Trash.

Welds looked like they came out of a tube
of trampled toothpaste.

. i |Iﬁ-mm_nnm'7;‘

Gy -
Kickstarter was short, high and awkward
to use.

BITS AND PIECES
Getting to the center plug is a bit
awkward — you’ll need a compact
plug tool. There is already a hole
for a second plug. Some owners run
a cold plug in the center hole for
normal riding and a hot plug in the
side hole for starting.
Mostriders like the saddle — just
enough padding and not too wide.
Gas cap, forks and motor all
leaked, steadily and maddeningly.
We had some rear end chatter-
and-hop under braking. Mostriders
felt it was the inferior shocks, not
the braking assembly, that caused
the problem.
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" rode had the Lucas things.
‘tooth on the countershaft sprocket

-performance. Watch out when
" changing, though — we have had

‘ported that the gear puller breaks
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)
Single Magura petcock supplied gas
to carb.

Several riders caught their boot
on the rear brake actuating lever,
Pegs were trash; slippery and non-
spring loaded.

This Husky, like all of them, is
poorly waterproofed. They have
needed a decent stillair box for
nearly a decade and have refused to
give the buying public one. You
will drown out the Husky in a water
hole. If not the first time, then the
next. Several outlets offer a plastic
shield that seems to help. Torsten
Hallman is one of them.

We had no difficulty with our
countershaft sprocket slipping, It’s
not keyed; so much depends on
how careful the dealer is on the
set-up as to whether or not it’ll slip.
Obviously, Two Cycle City is care-
ful. And they sell a lot of Huskys.

This 450 sported the new Magura

“bent” levers that are very good
items, though another Husky we

Most Husky 450 owners drop a

— and are happier with the bike’s

trouble and many readers have re-

easily.
‘Bars are shaped well and have a
Cont’d. on page 88
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competition
shock
absorbers
and springs
from
Welico

The name of S & W is synonymous
with quality high performance mo-
torcycle products for more than 25
years. They have built a solid reputa-
tion for dependability, performance
and integrity. The all new S & W
motorcycle shock absorber was de-
signed to fill the gap that presently
exists in accessory shocks ... prop-
er damping/spring combinations to-
gether with complete reliability. &
The most efficient and precise
damping action obtainable is the
result of extensive testing on a spe-
cially built shock dyno, plus thou-
sands of miles of all forms of racing.
S & W shocks show the least amount
of damping variance at either tem-
perature extreme or under extended
duration testing. This damping ac-
tion coupled with a complete variety
of both true-progressive and single
rate springs (a total of 18), offers
the best rear suspension package
possible. Ideal for both the profes-
sional racer or the occasional trail
rider. All S & W shocks are saold in
pairs; with each shock color coded
to assure a matched set. M Units
are available in lengths of 12, 1215,
13 and 13 inches. Special shocks
with narrow mounting eyes are
available for Yamaha dirt singles,
Honda XL250 and 350. Suggested
retail price is $20.95 per shock (with-
out spring) at authorized Webco
dealers everywhere. M Send 50c (to
cover cost of handling) for a de-
tailed brochure on how to choose
the proper rear suspension system
for you and your motorcycle.

100 PAGE CATALOG ONLY $1.00

WEBCO INC.

BOX 429 « VENICE, CAL. 90291

WEBCO REGIONAL DISTRIBUTORS:
Southeast: Cycle Gear, N.C.
Midwest: KK M/C Supply, Ohio
Rocky Mts: Pike's Peak M/C, Celo.

C. The Suzuki is just like the one
Joel Robert rides.

D. The 501 has already maimed
both riders.

- E. The Suzuke dude is taking off
his gloves to fondle the front tire of
the Maico, but his hand is stuck.

F. The whole photograph is pa-
tently absurd.

G. Spiro Agnew is also patently
absurd. -

H. And worrying about the right
answer to this questlon is patently
absurd.

L.T dratherbewatchmgColumbo

- J. I'll take the curtain, Monty.

Scoring. You have a pair of op-

.tions for scoring. You can send your

answet sheet to thee FAMOUS
MOTOCROSSERS SCHOOL to be
scored by our highly-trained, pro-

fessional, college-educated scor-

ers: Include $25 to show good faith
in the American way of life and to

‘defray our costs, and RUSH your

answer sheet to:

" The FAMOUS MOTOCROSS--
ERS SCHOOL -

Post Office Box 141 -

Fasterville, Ohio 43081 .

“Or you may be eligible for an
immediate savings of $25 by scor-

ing yourself. The correct answers

are: 1-A, 2-E, 3-C, 4-A, 5-A, 6-T,

7-T, 8-T, 9-T, 10—C, Multiply the
number of correct answets by. 10 -

and turn to the key below to deter-
mine if you are the kind of “go-
faster” that America needs.

Score 0-50: Although your score

is low, you demonstrate the initia- -

tive, the drive, and the “gumption”
that is necéssary. Send $299
TODAY, to the FAMOUS MOTO-

'CROSSERS SCHOOL.

Score 50 - 70: You have the de-
sire, the intelligence, and the score
that qualifies you for immediate
entry. Send $299 NOW, before
prices rise after this reglstratlon
period.

" Score 70 - 100: You are exactly
what the patriotic instructors at

the FAMOUS MOTOCROSSERS

SCHOOL are looking for: You are
smarter than average, better look-

' ing, have great sex appeal, and you

are probably a Libra. Well, there is
a -great career in motocross right
around the corner for you. Soon you
will have all the “pit tootsies™ you
can handle. But first, send in your
$299 for training fees. 3
Score Over 100: You cheated and
this shows that you are willing to

make that extra effort that is often
necessary to win. Your talents will
take you far in your new profession.
Please send $299 to the FAMOUS
MOTOCROSSERS SCHOOL as
soon as possible!

Remember to sénd proof of your
American citizenship with your
matriculation fees; birth certificate,
draft clasmﬁcatwn, or an AMA
“American” competition license
will suffice.

The FAMOUS MOTOCROSS-
ERS SCHOOL is accredited by
the American Association of Ac-
credited Correspondence Schools
(AAACS). Russ April, director. ©

450 HUSKY GR
Cont’d. from page 29
long cross-brace — should hold up
under impact well.

Akront rims are standard — the
kind that gather mud.

Spokes held up well and d1d not

. loosen much. The wheels appear to

be at least as strong as anything on
the market — and the hubs (front
and rear) are super-strong.

We had two motor mount bolts
come loose — then kept a close eye
on them for the duration of the test.

- No more trouble.

We recommend that Husky own-
ers drill their rear axle nut and
safety wire it in place. There have
been too many instances of this crit-
ical piece of metal going astray to
ignore the problem.

"Fenders are alumimim and ap-
pear to be very sturdy — and a bit
on the heavy side.

The kickstarter will start to sag
early in the game, and more than
likely will allow your foet to slip off
and blow your shin to shreds.

Sidestand is nice and tucks out of
the way.

Rear tire is too narrow and should
be a 4.50 or a 4.60, instead of the
4.00x18. Front is fine.

Welding looks like it was done in
a kindergarten sandbox by the
dumbest kid there.

The standard Husky silencer
doesn’t silence well, and in some
states, a Skyway is standard. While
this works acceptably, it is very
long and vulnerable to damage.
The stocker usually breaks its
bracket by the muffler bolt hole,
we're told.

The steering lockis on the fragile
side and a really good fall is going
to result in the triple clamp bolt
punching a hole in the gas tank.
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The bike is good looking and
does not appear to be as heavy as it
actually is.

Suzuki

ACCESSORY
GUIDE

3 ONE STOP SHOPPING

SUMMATION
Husky offers two versions of the
450 — the CR and the WR. We can-
notsee any reason for the CR’s exist-
ence. With the spread of power
that is present (properly setup with

FOR ACCESSORIES the Mikuni), there is simply no A o
; reason for a close-ratio gearbox. A OUT CURVES b[jlld pOWer
3% ONE STOP SHOPPING close-ratio gearbox indicates the || T&M silenced expansion chambers are
machine is to be used for MX. If so, || computer designed, dyno tuned and

FOR PARTS

3 ALL TYPES OF TUNING
EQUIPMENT _

"SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG

v th 5 race tested to help obtain maximum
Eaen why the humongous tank? horsepower for your _particular bike, |

No doubt, with the WR gearbox Performance proven, quality built, |
and a few hundred bucks spent on T&M offers you the best in power
lightening and suspension mods, curves. drer;
the 450 can be an effective cross- For more information, see your

e — Bl country winner. Tomake the CRan || 3esler o ";:*;; 2 . |
‘ . al effective motoc i , Engineering ‘
.-. .. Ocelot E"Q' [ ] .. ownef il f?aver(t)S‘Ss vzlnndn(;r, teh(i © 2110 E. McFadden Ave., Suite #E |
& rrooucts e - BERC B Santa Ana, California 92705
. L dea morge. o ; g (714) 541-4880
940 Kendall Drive Quite frankly, it’s time for Husky ‘ Le :
San Bernardino, California 92407 to take a long hard look at eurrent 63,371,?;wah °"p“B| d
] ehi " e t/ hat anct :esfer. vd.
Enclosed is $1.00, please send me machinery an lncorf_)ora € wha Buena Park, California. 90602
your catalog. they see. And also, quite frankly, (714) 523.7660
we can see why they were reluctant’ -
e “to let it out for testing . . . it’s x»cﬁisszue;,s‘r;;z
Street certainly painted the right color: Debary, Florida 32713~
City lemon yellow. : L ' (305) 668-6051

Competition Accessories
1. ‘big T’ moto-x gloves, Hard wearing; soft sheepskin; Valcro
fastener at wrist. Black with either red, green or blue padded
backing. Sizes: M, L, XL. $12.45. 2, Jim Davis chest protector.
Color orange. $16.25. 3. Malcolm Smith vented nylon racing
jerseys.” Will not rip or shrink. Plain or your motorcycle brand
name on front. Send for list of names and colors. Sizes: S, M,
L, XL. $12.95. 4. Don Vesco plastic. gas tank. 3.375 gal. for
Yamaha, Suzuki 250 and 400, Honda XL-250, CZ 250 and 400,
Kawasaki 125, Bultaco. Supplied with ‘petcock, gas cap (except It
Honda, use stock cap) and necessary fixing hardware. Guar-
anteed 1 year. Colors: red, vyellow, orange, metallic gray.
ALSO, 3.5 gal. for Husqvarna Supplied as above except gas cap.
' ‘Colors: red, yellow, orange, maroon. All $49.95. 5. Don Vesco
plastic moto-x gas tank., 1.7 gal.. Supplied with petcock, gas
cap and center mount, fixing hardware. Fits most bikes with
single backbone frame. Guaranteed 1 year. Colors: red, yellow,
orange, metallic gray. $44.95. 6. HYLANDER alloy gas tanks.
Just bolt onto Husky, CZ. Half the weight of standard tank.
1.8 gal. $75.00; 3.0 gal. $79.00. 7. Carrera goggles. With two
lenses: clear, dark or yellow. $8.50. B. Jofa mouthguard. $5.45.
9. Jim Davis elbow guard set. Color: orange and black. $9.75.
10. Jim Davis shoulder guards. $16.60. 11. Kidney belt. Durable
elastic with leather covered ribbing. Waist sizes: 26 to 36.
$7.50.. 12. Knee pad- set. $6.95. 13. Jim Davis mouthguard. $4.85.
14. Duffle bag. For all your riding gear. 30" long x 14" dia.
Almost indestructable. $12.95. 15. 'big T’ leathers. Hard wear-
ing; soft sheepskin; Velcro leg fastener; breathable elasticated
crotch; fully lined. Weight 134 Ibs. Sizes: 30 thru 36 waist.
Colors: black _with red/yellow, blue/yellow or green/yellow
side stripes. $79.00., 16. Plastic number plates. Set of 3. Colors:
white, black, green and yellow. $3.95. 17. Jim Davis shin and
knee set. $19.25. ° 1
ALL ORDERS POSTPAID. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
TO ORDER: on the order form below, circle the number of the
item(s) required. Add any additional information such as make,
. size, color, etc. Include payment: check or M.O., and don’t for-
get fo fill in your name and address. If you think that mail order
blanks never ?ive enough space for the information requested—
you’re probably right, so please don’t hesitate to use an addi-
tional sheet of paper. Caﬁfornla residents add sales tax.

2 P.O. Box 39393, Dept. AR-2
i hyland» M.V. Los Angeles, Calif. 90039
PLEASE RUSH THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S):
1234567891011 1213 14 15 16 17

MAKE, SIZE, COLOR, ETC

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__

NAME.
ADDRESS_____
cIy. STATE ZIP
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